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According to Foreign Minister Dean Barrow, the government of Belize has announced its willingness
to enter into discussions with Guatemala to settle a territorial dispute souring relations between
the two nations for the past century. In a Sept. 30 address before the 41st UN General Assembly,
Barrow told Latin American diplomats that another meeting to resolve the border conflict should
take place in the near future. The foreign minister mentioned that the new civilian government in
Guatemala provides a "suitable climate" for negotiations. Next, he requested that government of
President Vinicio Cerezo respond in a flexible and realistic manner in the upcoming discussions
with the Belizean government, i.e., taking into account that country's independence, sovereignty and
rights to maintain and preserve constitutional borders. Belize, formerly known as British Honduras,
gained its independence from Britain in 1981. According to provisions of a treaty in 1859, London
had committed itself to permitting Guatemala a sea outlet from the Belizean coast, and rights to
passage via a highway or railroad. This commitment was apparently interpreted by successive
Guatemalan military regimes in terms of claiming control over Belize. Since 1981, the independent
government has attempted to discuss the matter with neighboring Guatemala under UN auspices.
To the present, these attempts have met with little success.
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